
The McPet Shop 
 

SETTING UP A NEW AQUARIUM 
 

This leaflet will help you decide which equipment you will need for a new aquarium. 
 
1. THE AQUARIUM   COST £   .   
 
When choosing your aquarium there are two main criteria, how much space you have available 
and how much you wish to spend.  You must remember the following points when deciding 
which size to choose: 
 
a) An aquarium when full of water is very heavy.  Make sure the supporting shelf; tabletop 

or floor joists are strong enough to hold the weight.  500 litres of water (a 4’x2’x2’ 
tank) weighs half a tonne. 

 
b) The aquarium should be sited away from direct light and direct heat, i.e., away from 

windows and radiators. 
 
c) The larger the aquarium you choose the more expensive the accompanying equipment 

will be. 
 
d) You should choose the largest aquarium you can afford. 
 
2. THE FILTER   COST £   .   
 
An aquarium filter is designed to clean the water mechanically (physically taking the particles 
of dirt out of the water) and to clean the water biologically (providing growth media for 
bacteria which can eat the pollution the fish create). 
 
There are many different types of aquarium filters and they are listed below with their pros and 
cons. 
 
a) Undergravel filter 
 - Cheapest of all filters 
 - Hidden almost completely out of sight 
 - Available for all sizes of aquarium 
 - High maintenance as the dirt is trapped in the gravel and has to be cleaned manually 

every four to six weeks. 
 - Causes a disturbance in the aquarium when cleaning 
 - Needs an air pump for operation and can be expensive 
 



2. THE FILTER (Cont’d)   
 
 
b) Internal power filter 
 - Very low maintenance 
 - Small and unobtrusive 
 - Many of the new models include venturi, which introduces air into the aquarium 

therefore avoiding the need for an air pump 
 - Available for many sizes of aquarium 
 - Causes a little disturbance when cleaning 
 - Can be expensive 
 
c) External power filters 
 - Sited outside of the aquarium, ie., in a cabinet.  Therefore completely out of sight 
 - Very low maintenance 
 - No disturbance when cleaning 
 - Able to house many different types of filter media 
 - Available with a venturi so no air pump required 
 - Very expensive 
 - Some models are difficult to seal and are prone to leakage. 
 
3. HEATER THERMOSTAT   COST £   .   
 
These are only necessary in a tropical aquarium.  They are available for all aquarium sizes.  
They will regulate as well as heat the aquarium water.  It is ideal to install two heaters in case 
one fails. 
 
4. AIR PUMP    COST £   .   
 
An air pump is designed to introduce air into your aquarium.  Unless you have this facility on 
your filter, an air pump is essential.  As well as satisfying your fishes’ need for oxygen, 
bubbling air produces an attractive display. 
 
5. LIGHTING    COST £   .   
 
Lighting is not essential but improves the look of your aquarium.  It is available in the form of a 
fluorescent tube and starter unit.  The tubes will give either pink or white light, the former 
enhances plant colour while the latter enhances fish colour.  You must choose the correct 
wattage of starter motor to match your fluorescent tube. 
 
6. DECORATION   COST £   .   
 
There are many types of decoration available and the type you choose depends on personal 
choice.  Check with The McPet Shop staff that the types of decoration you choose are suitable 

for freshwater aquariums as some are only for use with saltwater. 


